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beryl, n. and adj.

Pronunciation: /'beril/

Forms: ME, 15— beryl; ME, 16—18 beril; also ME-15 beryll, ME berylle, ME berille, berile, beryle, be-

ral, berel, berell, birell, ME—15 berall,birrall, byral, byrrall, ME—16 berill, byrall(e, 15 berral, birall, buriall,
17 berryl; Sc. ME-15 berial, beriall, beryall, 15 bureall.

Etymology: < Old French beryl, beril < Latin bérylius , < Greek fripvliog , probably a foreign word; identified by Weber
with Sanskrit vai diirya . Compare also Arabic and Persian balliir crystal. 1

: compare
branch A. I1.
A.n.
1. literal.
1. a. ; distinguished only b

colour from the more precious emerald. When of pale bluish green it is called an aquamarine; i
Eifes are theiehiysoberslL and: perhapsythe chiysoprase and chrysolite of the aneients, (The narme is used in early literature

without scientific precision: it is also doubtful if the ‘beryl’ of the Old Testament is correctly identified.)

c1305 Land of Cokayne 92 Beril, onix, topasiune.
1382 Bible (Wycliffite, E.V.) Rev. xxi. 20 The ei3the . berillus.
1398 J. TREvVIsA tr. Bartholomew de Glanville De Proprietatibus Rerum (1495) XvI. xx. 559 _

1459 in J. Raine Testamenta Eboracensia (1855) I1. 229 Duos lapides de byrral.
1488 in P. F. Tytler Inventory Jewels James III (1864) II. 391 A ruby, a diamant, twa uther ringis, a berial.

1488 inP. F. Titler Inventory Jewels James 111 i 1864i II. 391 A berial hiniand at it.

1601 P. HOLLAND tr. Pliny Hist. World 11. 613 Many are of opinion, that Berils are of the same nature that the
Emeraud.

1805 R. JAMESON Treat. External Characters Minerals 38 The..hexahedral prism occurs in..beryll.

1811 J. PINKERTON Petralogy 1. 41 No one has supposed that berils are produced by fire.

1861 C. W. KING Antique Gems (1866) 38 The Beryl is of little value at our present day.

b. In this sense beryl-stone was often used.

c1380 WxcLiF Sel. Whs. 111 102 {fakeaberillesston and holde'it'in‘a cleer sonne.

c1475 Gloss. in Wright Voc. 256, Hic berellus, a berelle ston.
1611 Bible (King James) Ezek. x. 9 The appearance of the wheeles was as the colour of a Berill stone.
1881 D. G. ROSSETTI Rose Mary 1. ii, You've read the stars in the Beryl-stone.

fe. fig. Applied in admiration to a woman; cf. GEM n. 2a, JEWEL n. 3, PEARL n.I 2b. Obs.

2. Min. A mineral species including not only the beryl of the lapidary in all its sub-varieties, but also the emerald, a variety

of the beryl, distinguished by the presence of oxide of chromium, to which it owes the deep rich colour, named from it emer-
ald-green. H AT e P PP e SRR oy i hcxagonal prisms,
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1837 J. D. DANA Min. (1868) 246 Beryls of gigantic dimensions have been found in the United States..one
beryl from Grafton weighs 2,900 Ibs.

1863 H. WarTs Dict. Chem. 1. 582 Beryls are found in various parts of the world: the finest emeralds come
from Peru.

II. transf.
13. a. used for vases, caskets, etc., and for glazing windows.

1528 MS. List Jewelﬁ Another coffer of birall, stondini uﬁon lions.

1538 H. LATIMER Let. 24 Dec. in Serm. & Remains (1845) (modernized text) II. 412 In plate, my new year's
ifts doth my need with .

b. Used as the type of clearness. as “Crystal now'is. (Some may have meant the gem.)

c1325 in G. L. Brook Harlei Lirics (1968) 31 A burde in a bour ase beryl so bryht.

4. A mirror: more fully calleda beryi-glass
1540 in G. J. Piccope Lancs. & Cheshire Wils (1860) 1. 151 A byrrall glasse w' a cover:
B S T R
5. The colour of beryl (pale sa-reen).

1834 R. MubIE Feathered Tribes Brit. Isles (1841) 1. 3 It..blends its beryl with the subdued sapphire of the
horizon sky.

B. adj.

1658 Sir T. BROWNE Hydriotaphia ii. 23 The Gemme or Berill Ring upon the finger of Cynthia.
1810 Edinb. Rev. 17 120 The apatit accompanies berilemerald.

1508 W. DUNBAR Goldyn Targe (Chepman & Myllar) in Poems (1998) 184 The rosis yong..War powderit brycht
with hevinly beriall droppis.
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