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Sard.

 (1) : σάρδιον = "sardius"; A. V. and R. V. "sardius" or "ruby" (Ex. xxviii. 17, xxxix.
10; Ezek. xxviii. 13; Rev. xxi. 20); Targ. Onḳ. ; Targ. Yer. i. , ii. ; Ex. R.
xxxviii. ; Josephus, "Ant." iii. 7, § 5, "sardonyx." This, as the name implies and
according to the Targumim and Num. R. vi. 7, was of red color, though possibly its name
meant merely to suggest its Edomite origin. It is thus safe to identify it with the modern
sard, which, according to Pliny (l.c. xxxvii. 106), was very common among the engraved
stones in antiquity. Petrie holds it to be the opaque blood-red jasper, which was valued as
a charm against bleeding, and was indeed common in Egypt, Babylonia, and Assyria.
While the sardonyx is a variety of agate in which white or semiopal chalcedony alternates
with sard, the latter is a very compact variety of chalcedony, transparent, and much
esteemed by ancient lapidaries. The reading in Ex. R. xxxviii, should be emended to 
, the sardonyx or carnelian, possibly the same stone as that which occurs elsewhere in
rabbinical writings under the name or (Sanh. 59b; Ab. R. N., Text A, i. and
xxxviii.; Targ. to Job xxviii. 18), which Levy derives from σανδαράκη, and Kohut
identifies with a Persian word meaning "ruby" (see Bacher in "R. E. J." xxix. 83). On this
stone in the breastplate was engraved "Reuben" (Ex. R. l.c.).
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